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Welcome to an extraordinary journey through the mind of a 

man who dared to rethink the universe and the nation that 

fueled his genius. This exhibition celebrates the life and legacy 

of Professor Jayant Vishnu Narlikar, a colossal figure in 

cosmology. Professor Narlikar’s story is a powerful testament 

to curiosity. His journey shows how passion and rigorous 

thought can challenge even the most established ideas. His 

legacy is not just in theories. It is in bricks, books, and a 

relentless drive to nurture the next generation. His story is 

inextricably linked to India’s own scientific saga. As you 

explore, we hope you are inspired by the journey that proves 

that with curiosity, perseverance, and a strong scientific 

temperament, you too can aim for the stars and contribute to 

the vision of India.  We hope these stories inspire you to 

become the next generation of explorers and innovators.

Photo Courtesy: BCCL



Making of an Astrophysicist

Contd…..



Making of an Astrophysicist



Scientific Contributions of J. V. Narlikar
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Professor Narlikar at ISI Kolkata

Professor Narlikar delivering convocation address, 1982 Professor Narlikar during convocation at ISI Kolkata, 1982
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Professor Narlikar at ISI Kolkata

Professor Narlikar was delivering a Lecture at PJA
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Several Cosmological & Astrophysical Observations

Cosmic Microwave Background Observations
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The Giant Metrewave Radio Telescope (GMRT), built by 

NCRA about 80 km north of Pune, is one of the world’s 

premier facilities for exploring the Universe at metre 

wavelengths. Its 30 steerable dishes, each 45 m in 

diameter and spread across 25 km, are designed to probe 

fundamental questions in astrophysics, such as galaxy 

formation, pulsars, and the large-scale structure of the 

cosmos. Metre wavelengths were specifically chosen 

because of their scientific importance and the relatively 

low radio interference in India. The carefully selected site 

ensures low noise, strong infrastructure, and access to 

both northern and southern skies.

Fig. credit: https://www.gmrt.ncra.tifr.res.in/



Several Cosmological & Astrophysical Observations
Large Scale Structure and Radio Experiments
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The Square Kilometre Array (SKA) is an 

international mega-science project to build the 

world’s largest radio telescope, with a total collecting 

area of about one square kilometre. Spread across 

sites in South Africa and Australia, it will operate 

over a wide range of radio frequencies with 

unprecedented sensitivity and resolution. The SKA’s 

primary goal is to address fundamental questions 

about the origin and evolution of the Universe, 

including the formation of the first stars and galaxies, 

the role of cosmic magnetism, and the search for 

extraterrestrial life. Its scale and advanced 

technology make it one of the most ambitious 

scientific projects ever undertaken.



This exhibition celebrates the enduring legacy of Professor 

Jayant Vishnu Narlikar as a scientist, educator, and science 

communicator. His life and work remind us that science is not 

only the pursuit of knowledge but also an invitation to nurture 

curiosity, embrace rational thought, and expand the horizons 

of human imagination.
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